
You’re asking about two lesser-known but historically significant forms of slavery: Irish 
enslavement and Slavic captives sold into the Barbary slave trade. Let’s examine 
both carefully. 

 

1️⃣ The Irish and “White Slavery” 

A. Context 

• During the 16th–17th centuries, English colonization of Ireland involved: 
o Land confiscation 
o Forced labor 
o Kidnapping and sale of Irish people as slaves (“Irish indentured 

servitude”) 
• Many Irish were sent to British colonies in the Caribbean and Americas as 

forced laborers. 

B. How historians classify it 

• Many scholars differentiate Irish indentured servitude from chattel slavery: 
o Indentured servitude had contracts (typically 4–7 years) 
o Irish servants retained some legal rights 
o Children were not automatically enslaved for life 

• That said, conditions were brutal, and mortality rates were high, especially in 
the Caribbean. 

C. Reparations 

• No reparations have been paid to Irish descendants. 
• Reasons: 

o Irish servitude predates modern reparations frameworks 
o Legal definitions at the time didn’t classify it as permanent chattel slavery 
o Ireland was a colony, not an independent state that could demand 

reparations 
o Descendants largely integrated into Britain, the U.S., and other countries 

 



2️⃣ Slavs sold to the Barbary Coast (North 
Africa) 

A. Context 

• Between the 16th and 19th centuries, Barbary pirates raided: 
o Mediterranean coasts of Europe (Italy, Spain, France) 
o Parts of the Balkans (Croatia, Albania, Greece) 
o Kidnapped Slavs and Europeans as captives 

• Victims were sold in North African slave markets under Ottoman and local 
rulers. 

• Many were: 
o Forced to labor 
o Used as concubines or soldiers 
o Held for ransom 

B. Numbers 

• Estimates vary: 
o 800,000 to 1.25 million Europeans, mostly Slavs, enslaved over 300 

years 
o Mortality rates were high; many never returned home 

C. Reparations 

• No modern reparations have been paid. 
• Reasons: 

o The Ottoman Empire no longer exists 
o Successor states (Turkey, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya) do not claim 

legal continuity in this context 
o Modern international law does not retroactively apply to pre-modern 

conquests 
o European victims were mostly dispersed; descendants are integrated 

across multiple nations 

 



3️⃣ Why these cases are rarely discussed 
today 

• Historians often focus on: 
o The transatlantic slave trade because of: 

▪ Large-scale, racialized, lifelong chattel slavery 
▪ Documented economic impact on the U.S., Caribbean, and 

Europe 
▪ Strong descendant communities capable of political action 

• Other forms of slavery, like Irish or Slavic victims: 
o Were often temporary or regionally limited 
o Involved dispersed populations 
o Lack modern legal precedent for reparations 

 

4️⃣ Key Takeaways 

Group 
Enslaved 

By 
Duration 

Modern 
Reparations? 

Notes 

Irish 
English 
colonists 

16th–
17th c. 

No 
Often indentured 
servitude, not chattel 
slavery 

Slavs 
Barbary 
pirates / 
Ottomans 

16th–
19th c. 

No 
Captured in raids; 
dispersed; no legal 
successor 

Africans 
(Atlantic 
trade) 

Europeans 
16th–
19th c. 

Partial (e.g., some 
settlements, 
universities) 

Racialized, lifelong, 
documented, political 
pressure exists 

Africans 
(Arab / 
Ottoman 
trade) 

Arab, 
Ottoman 
traders 

7th–19th 
c. 

No 
Long, brutal, less 
documented, dispersed 
descendants 

   Main idea: Reparations are tied not just to historical injustice, but to modern 
political feasibility, documentation, and organized descendant advocacy. 

 



If you want, I can create a full comparative map of all major historical slave trades 
— showing who enslaved whom, for how long, and whether reparations exist — which 
really puts these disparities into perspective. 

Do you want me to do that? 
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